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pies of the Church are to be a guide, and they, like ourselves, may err occasionally in the application of these principles. And in deciding whether a society is conducted on Church principles, it is not to the diocesan, 'hut to the society itself that we are to refer. And the question is not merely whether the diocesan belongs to it, but also whether the society places the diocesan in his right position. We are to vindicate the rights of the diocesan, even though this diocesan did himself neglect them, for these rights pertain not to him personally, but to the Church. We are, therefore, to ascertain, whether he is recognized by the society as the diocesan, as the spiritual ruler presiding of right over the society; so recognized as that if he refused to sanction its proceedings, it would retire from the field; whether it receives him out of deference to his spiritual character, or only out of respect for his temporal rank, where, as in this country, temporal rank, a circumstance of minor consideration, not, indeed, worthy of notice, is conceded to him. If the society does not do this, it is not one whit improved, so far as its constitution is concerned, though a diocesan may peradven-ture he one of its members. Here, then, we come to another principle, and we may sum up what has been said, by asserting that a religious society, conducted on strictly Church principles, should consist of churchmen only, and and should be under the superintendence, if instituted for general purposes, of the Archbishops, and all the Bishops of both provinces of the Church of England; if for diocesan, purposes of the diocesan; if for parochial purposes, of the parochial clergy, who act as^the Bishop's delegates.
There are five societies which deserve the name of* Church Societies. The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which was originally established to counteract the immorality brought in by the Revolution of 1688. The Society for Propagating the Gospel, which is the Church of England Missionary Society. The National Society for the Education of the Poor. The Society for Promoting the Enlargement, Building, and Repairing of Churches and Chapels. And the Sociely for Promoting the Employment of Additional Curates in Populous Places.                          *                                      '